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Scriptures, always included the Upanishads in their
sacred code. The Upanishads belong to the Sruti or
revelation, in contradistinction to the Smriti and all
the rest of their literature, including their sacred laws,
their epic poetry, their modern Pur&was. The philo-
sophy of the ancient ^"shis was to them as sacred
ground as sacrifice and hymns of praise.

Whatever occurs in the Upanishads, even though
one doctrine seems to contradict the other, is to
them, according to the principles of their most ortho-
dox theology, absolute truth; and it is curious to see
how later systems of philosophy, which are opposed
to each other on very essential points, always try to
find some kind of warrant for their doctrines in one
or the other passage of the Upanishads.

Evolution in Vedic religion.

But there is another point which deserves our care-
ful attention in the final establishment of the ancient
Hindu religion.

There can be no doubt that, even in the Sa7??hitas,
in the collections of the Sacred Hymns, we can ob-
serve the palpable traces of historical development.
I tried to show this in some of my former lectures,
though I remarked at the same time that it seemed to
me almost useless to apply a chronological measure-
ment to these phases of thought. We must always
make allowance for individual genius, which is inde-
pendent of years, and even of centuries, nor must we
forget that Berkeley, who often reminds us of the
most advanced Hindu philosophers, was a contempo-
rary of Watts, the pious poet.